
 
    

  Pluckeminews – November 2010 
____________________  

 
            

 

 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

My time here has gone so quickly that I can’t believe 

it’s already November and we’re thinking about 

Thanksgiving.  Pluckemin is a joyous and gracious 

place in which to do ministry and I am grateful for the 

opportunity to grow in faith and discipleship with you. 

 

As you know from the letter you received a few weeks 

ago, this is our stewardship season.   Our theme is, “See, 

I am making all things new.”  The calling of a new 

Pastor is an opportunity for a fresh start in the life of a 

church and I sense that happening here.  We are seeing 

new faces in worship, new infants in our nursery, and 

new children in children’s church.  Four new families 

who attended the October Discovery Class will be 

joining in the next few weeks.  People in our community 

want to hear the gospel and serve those in need. 

 

The officers seek to respond to these new opportunities 

as they plan for the 2011 budget.  However, while Wall 

Street is recovering well, the rest of the economy 

continues to sputter along.  Full recovery and 

employment is still on the distant horizon.  How do we 

plan around that reality?  The proposed budget for 2011 

includes only a tiny overall increase over the current 

year.  Increases are limited to programs that help us 

grow and to giving our non-ordained staff a small raise.  

(They did not receive a raise last year.)  The programs 

that show slight increases are children, youth, and the 

website.   Most of our visitors are families with children 

who are looking for a church in which they can all grow 

spiritually.  We know that people in this demographic 

rely heavily on the internet in even choosing which 
church to visit.  We want to showcase what I consider to 

be a great church with wonderful programs and service 

opportunities for all ages. 

 

November 7 is Pledge Sunday.  Please prayerfully 

consider what you are able to pledge for our Church’s 

mission and ministry in 2011 and bring your pledge card 

to worship on the seventh.  If you are not able to attend 

that Sunday, you may bring or mail your card to the 

church office. 

 

May God continue to bless you. 

 

Pastor Coile Estes 

 

 

 

Stewardship Pledge Sunday 
Our Stewardship Pledge Sunday is November 7, during 

the 10 a.m. worship service.  Please contact the church 

office if you need a pledge card. 

 

Election of Elders and Deacons 

at Congregational Meeting November 21 
The Nominating Committee is proud to announce its 

candidates for Elders and Deacons.  The candidates for the 

Elder Class of 2013 are Pam Ely, Adam Juechter, Dick 

Lant, Eric Philp, and Bill Sisco.  Lisa Rabke has agreed to 

serve a one-year term in the Class of 2012.  The candidate 

for a vacancy in the Deacons’ Class of 2012 is Don 

Couch.  The candidates for the Deacons’ Class of 2013 are 

Lauren Powelson and Rich Sample. 
 

Session has called a congregational meeting for November 

21, following the 10 a.m. worship service to elect these 

new officers. 

 

Thanksgiving Supper and Service November 23 
Every year during Thanksgiving week, the Pluckemin 

congregation is invited to come together to express its 

gratefulness to God for his bountiful blessings.  

 

This year the day of the week will be changed from the 

Wednesday evening before thanksgiving to Tuesday 

evening, two nights before Turkey Day.  It is hoped that 

those who will be leaving the area to visit family, or those 

who are busy making plans for family and friends to come 

and visit them, will still be able to take time out to be with 

church family at 6:45 p.m. on Tuesday, November 23.   

 

Fellowship Hall will be the place where a catered lasagna 

dinner will be served, and a casual but meaningful service 

will be held.   

 

Music provided by the Sanctuary Choir and worship 

planned by our pastor staff means you will want to circle 

the date on your calendar, sign up in Fellowship Hall or at 

the Crossroads that you will be coming, and come to 

celebrate this special time with your Pluckemin Church 

family. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ In the Interim ~ 

 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving is the name of the 

prayer that we offer at the table each time we celebrate 

the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.  In this season of 

thanksgiving I believe it is good to reflect on the 

movement of this prayer.  Once the table has been set 

we start out in dialogue. You know the beginning “the 

Lord be with you” and the answer is “And also with 

you.”  The prayer moves through this dialogue 

mentioning that as people of God we praise God for 

almighty acts of the past, present and future.  This is 

done in the manner of Jewish blessings.  We praise 

God for creating all things, for establishing covenant, 

for the law and we lift up acts of the prophets.  Then 

we recognize God’s boundless love and mercy. 

 

Often at this point we sing or say the Sanctus. “Holy, 

holy, holy Lord” is the song of the choirs of angels 

sung eternally before God’s majesty.  Then we add the 

“Hosanna” the chants of praise that greeted Jesus’ 

entry into Jerusalem.  

 

As the great thanksgiving continues we speak of Jesus, 

his birth, ministry, his sacrifice and his resurrection.  

We continue to thank God as we explain Jesus’ action 

on the night of his betrayal.  We then joyfully acclaim 

the Christ who has died, is risen and will come again.  

We move to words about the Holy Spirit.  We rejoice 

in the action of the Spirit in each of our lives.  Here we 

add concerns of our own congregation and usually end 

with the Lord’s Prayer.  How beautifully it unfolds.  

Now you know. 

 

Have you noticed our confirmands in church each 

Sunday?  Did you know they are taking “notes?”  Each 

week they fill out a worship report for class.  It helps 

them to stay interested (I hope).  And perhaps even to 

notice things that I do not see in the movement of 

worship.  Though we are just at the beginning of our 

year we are making progress.  I will let you know 

about their progress as we journey through the church 

year. 

 

Be faithful this season and thankful in your 

faithfulness, 

 

Pastor Karen 

Interim Associate Pastor 

 

           
 

 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  
 

Dear Pluckemin Presbyterian Church Members and 

Friends, 
 

We would like to thank you for the magnificent celebration 

recognizing our 25 years of music ministry at Pluckemin 

Presbyterian Church.  Both of us were humbled and 

overwhelmed with the outpouring of love presented on 

Sunday, October 17
th
. The delicious food, special music, 

heartfelt spoken tributes, and awesome sermon made for a 

wonderful day in our lives.  
 

We look forward to spending the weekend of November 13
th
 

traveling to New York City via limousine, enjoying fine 

culinary creations, and attending a performance of Felix 

Mendelssohn’s great oratorio “Elijah” at Avery Fisher 

Hall.  The memory book will allow us to remember this 

special event with gratitude.  Valerie and I would like to 

thank Dave Moore and the members of the Human 

Resources Commission for an additional week of vacation 

having reached the 25 year milestone.  Words are not 

adequate for the appreciation we felt when reading the 

many “Thank You” cards or for the gifts that were given 

for the occasion.  We would like to especially thank the 

members of the Worship and Music Commission, so ably 

led by Elaine Thomas, for the hours of planning that went 

into such a monumental event.  The musical offering “With 

a Voice of Singing” sung by the Sanctuary Choir and 

conducted by former choir director, Dale Albright, and 

accompanied by Elaine Thomas, was performed with such 

power, precision, and emotion. We continue to be amused 

with “The Ode to The Sells” written by Ludwig Van 

Beethoven and “a friend”. The children added such a 

special touch that it moved us to tears. 
 

And finally, we would like to thank all of you for your 

continued support of the music program. We could not have 

done our job these past 25 years without the dedication you 

have shown us in being a part of the musical offerings here 

at Pluckemin.  YOU are the ones that help us praise God 

through music. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts 

and pray we will be able to serve you for many more years 

to come. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Noel and Valerie Sell 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Family Photo Day November 14
th 

 
Wouldn't an updated family photo be a great holiday gift for 

someone special?  Wouldn't you love to avoid the long lines 

at the traditional photo shops that produce holiday cards?  If 

so, sign up to participate in Pluckemin Church Preschool's 

annual Family Photo Day the afternoon of Sunday, 

November 14.  Photos are great quality and are comparable 

in price to other retailers.  Flyers with details are available in 

the lobby of the Children's Ministry Wing and at the 

Crossroads.  Please leave forms in the containers provided; 

the deadline is November 7.   For additional information, 

please contact the Preschool office at 908-658-4720. 
 

Carillons’ Poinsettia Sale 
The Carillons Handbell Choir will be taking orders for Poinsettia 

plants on Sunday, November 14 and Sunday, November 21, in 

Fellowship Hall after church.  The plants are from the Great 

Swamp Greenhouse and will be ready for pick up on Saturday, 

December 4 and Sunday, December 5.  Please call Marcia 

McBurney at 732-537-1569 with any questions you may have. 

 

Operation St. Nick 
On Sundays, December 5 and 12, Joan McKinney will be in 

Fellowship Hall after the 10 a.m. worship service with a list of 

requests for gifts given to us by the Somerset County Division of 

Youth and Family Services (DYFS).  You may choose one or more 

of these requests, or share a gift purchase.  The gifts must be 

returned to Fellowship Hall or Joan’s home by December 15, so 

that they can be distributed to the families in time for Christmas.   

Please also provide wrapping paper and ribbon so that parents may 

wrap the gifts themselves.  Questions?  Call Joan at 908-722-5140. 

 

Christmas Poinsettias  

to Decorate the Sanctuary 
The Deacons will be offering poinsettia plants for sale in memory 

of, or in honor of, loved ones.  The plants will decorate the 

sanctuary on Christmas Eve. You may take your plant home 

following the last Christmas Eve service.  You may also donate a 

plant to be delivered to our home-bound members and friends by 

the Deacons.  The plants, white or red, will have 6-9 blooms, come 

in 6 ½” pots, and cost $9.00 per plant.  Karen Richards will be in 

Fellowship Hall with order forms on Sundays starting November 8.  

You may also get an order form at the Crossroads.  Please make 

your checks payable to Pluckemin Presbyterian Church and give 

them to Karen or put them in the designated box at the Crossroads.  

The deadline is November 22
nd

.  Call Karen (908-526-6975) with 

questions.  

 

Evergreen Donations Needed 
The deacons are accepting donations of evergreens for the 

Christmas sprays which will decorate the exterior lamp posts and 

entrance sign of the church.  Anyone wishing to donate live greens 

should drop them off on the porch near the church office entrance 

no later than November 20.  We also invite anyone interested in 

helping to join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship as we 

decorate the sanctuary for the Advent season on Friday, November 

27,  from 3 to 5 p.m.  The contact deacon is Karen Richards (908-

526-6975). 

 

 

Men’s Breakfast November 9 
The monthly Men’s Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, 

November 9 at 7 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.  All men of 

Pluckemin Church are invited.   For more information, call 

Bill at 908-996-0516. 

 

News from the Pews: 
 Doris and Stu Race had a phone conversation recently 

with former member Leroy Brandon.  Leroy sends warm 

regards to his many friends at Pluckemin Church where 

he and his wife Pat were active members for years.  

Sadly, Leroy’s wife Pat died last December.  Leroy 

celebrated his 80
th

 birthday on October 10.  His address is 

4241 Clear Fork Drive, Corpus Christi, TX, 78410. 

 Bill Musgrave, 80, died October 20
th

 after being 

hospitalized since October 15th.  A memorial service will  

be held at Pluckemin Church at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 

November 6, with a reception following in Fellowship 

Hall. 

 Betty Grimm celebrated her 80
th

 birthday on October 26. 

 Cliff Elling was hospitalized for tests in late October. 

 

More News from the Pews? 
Celebrating a milestone anniversary or birthday?  The pastor 

would like to know in advance so we may rejoice with you 

and share the news with the congregation in worship.  Please 

call the church office a week before the big day.  Going into 

the hospital?  Please tell the church office so we can provide 

you with Christian care.  (Hospitals don’t inform us when a 

church member is admitted.  We’ll count on you to help us 

care for you.)  Also, if you have a new address or phone 

number, please call and let the church office know. 

 

 

Sanctuary Flowers for 2011 
If you would like to give flowers  

in memory of or in honor of loved ones, 

 please see Jeanne McConnell in Fellowship Hall after 

the worship service on Sundays.   

Questions?  Call Jeanne at 908-707-0290. 

 

 

Fitness and Fellowship - 

Senior Chair Exercise 
Meets Wednesday Mornings at Pluckemin 

Seniors and older adults are invited to participate in a 

weekly chair exercise program.  This is the fourteenth year 

the class has been offered!   The group meets in Fellowship 

Hall from 9:45 to 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday.  The 

program consists of exercises performed in a chair that 

promote increased circulation, muscle strength and 

endurance, and flexibility.  Appropriate music makes it fun 

to move.  Marcia Stanford has been leading this class and is 

a certified fitness professional specializing in older adults’ 

fitness.  Spread the word to family and neighbors know that 

Pluckemin Church provides a free program for seniors to 

enable them to combine fitness and fellowship.  If you have 

questions, please call Marcia at 908-722-8793. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookies in a Jar  

Can you imagine Christmas without homemade holiday 

cookies? This year Middle Ground will put together 

cookie mixes in a jar! On November 22 children in 

third grade or older will meet in Fellowship Hall at 1 

p.m. to layer cookie ingredients in a pretty jar to sell 

as a fundraiser.  Some of the proceeds from the sale 

will be donated to Blanca, a friend from Ecuador who 

we help support through the Compassion Child 

Program.  The rest of the money will go to the 

Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) of Somerset 

County and Children’s Ministries.  The jars of cookie 

mix will be sold on November 28 just in time to bake 

for XL’s Cookie Walk scheduled for December 12.  

 

Bibles for our Children 
On Sunday, November 14, Children’s Ministries will be 

presenting Bibles to the children, third grade and 

older, who have not yet received a Bible from 

Pluckemin.  If you have a child(ren) that is in third 

grade or never received a Bible at Pluckemin, please 

contact Jackie Obregon or Dorothy Seifert at 

seifertac@optonline.net, to participate in this joyful 

day.  

 

 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving 

 full of many blessings and wonderful memories. 
 

 

If you have any questions or would like to hear 

more about our programs feel free to contact Jackie 

Obregon, Director Children/Family Ministry, at 

908-658-3346. 
   

 

 

Advent Workshop 
Please mark your calendars for one of the most 

enjoyable activities that we have at Pluckemin, the 

Advent Workshop! Cindy J. Lisk and Holly Ford will 

be organizing this wonderful family event.  This 

year the program will take place on November 28th  

from  5:30 to 8 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Children 

will go from station to station to make beautiful 

Christmas crafts.  Volunteers are needed to 

operate craft tables.  There will be a sign-up sheet 

in Fellowship Hall beginning November 1st. If you 

want to hear more about the event or would like to 

volunteer, please contact Cindy Lisk  at 908-725-

2051.  

 

 

    Christmas Eve Pageant 
Valerie Sell, our Associate Director of Music 

Ministry, works hard every year with our young 

vocalists to make the Christmas Pageant full of love 

and admiration for the birth of our Lord Jesus.  

This year children who are in Kindergarten and 

older are welcome to participate.  Children must be 

able to attend at least three practices.  If you are 

interested in registering your child, please pick-up 

a form at the Crossroads.  The Pageant will take 

place on December 24 at 4:30 p.m.  in the 

sanctuary of Pluckemin Church. 
 

 

The Greatest Gift 
Please share in the joy of the greatest story ever 

told, the birth of Christ, by attending our very own 

production, The Greatest Gift.  This wonderful 

production of the Christmas Story will take place 

on Sunday, December 12 at 6 p.m. at Pluckemin 

Church. There will be live animals, hot chocolate, 

cookies, and singing! 
 

 

Children’s Ministries  
 



 

 

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R I E S 
 

 

2011 Youth Group Mission Trip – a moment with  Good Cop,  Bad Cop 

 

2011 

Workcamp 

Already? 

Hard to believe, but it’s 
already time to plan for 
our 2011 Youth Group 

trip.  The camps fill up in 
the fall, so we have to 
reserve our spots now.  

I can’t believe I have to 

explain this to you every 

year!  These spots fill 

up, especially when 

people find out that I’m 

going. 

What is 

Workcamp? 

A fun and rewarding mission trip with 

building and repair projects. 

It’s work.  It’s fun.  It’s 300 other kids going all 

in for a week.  Are you in? 

Where do we 

stay? 

We stay in a local school.  

(Schools with no homework -- Yea!) 

Oh, really?  I call it a Bed & Breakfast, but 

without beds. Yea! 

What do we 

do? 

We work in small crews with kids from 

other churches, then free time, dinner and 

evening programs with music 

Born leaders like me can be crew leaders, but 

there are good jobs for everybody.  Yes, even 

you. 

When is it? Probably July 24-30, 2011  

(maybe one week earlier or later) 

Call my secretary.   

(I left my iPhone in my other diaper) 

How much is 

it? 

Registration alone costs $450, but if you 

help with fundraisers you can lower it to 

about $275-$300 per person. 

Workcamp: $275 - $450 

Transportation: $0 

A week with me: Priceless 

What should I 

do now? 

BY NOVEMBER 14, let us know  

if you are IN, MAYBE, or OUT,  

and please pay a $50 deposit. 

Sign up. 

Perhaps I should rephrase. 

SIGN UP !! 

What else? We also need adult chaperones. Speak for yourself. 

If you have any questions, contact Denise Hawkins (r.hawkins22@verizon.net, 908- 234-2366) or 

Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org, 908-526-0008). Thanks. 
 

 

 

 

XL Young Group – Mark Your Calendars 

 
Oct 31:  No XL.  Enjoy Halloween trick-or-treating. 

Nov 7:   XL Meeting, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Pastor Coile 

will join us for relaxed conversation.  She wants 
to hear what you like and want from Pluckemin 
Church. 

Nov 14:   XL Meeting, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Nov 21:   XL Meeting, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Nov 23:  Join the congregation for Tuesday dinner (6:45 
p.m.) and Thanksgiving service (7:15 p.m.).    

Nov 28:  No XL – Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

November Programs 

Pastor Coile will join us on November 7. 
 

Then “Comedy is Tragedy plus time.”  And “Comedy is 
tragedy that happens to other people.”   So what is 
funny, and what is tragic (or both?)  We’ll take a look. 
 

XL just sent College Care Packages to nineteen of our 

Pluckemin Church young adults.  

Out of high school or away from 

Pluckemin does not mean out of 

sight and out of mind.  Thank you 

to Tina Plank and Dave Moore for 

help with shopping and shipping!     

Sunday XL for grades 7 through 12 meet 5:30 p.m.– 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, with different 
times for special activities.  

Senior High youth meet Sundays at 9 a.m. in the library.  Join us for fellowship, stimulating 
discussion, and fun activities.   
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Please Recycle!    
Pluckemin Church is recycling plastic, glass, and cans.  Please put those items in the bin right outside the kitchen door.  

There is a box in the church office where you may recycle paper 
 

News from the Church Office 

 The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.  The deadline for announcements to be 

submitted for the Sunday bulletin is the Wednesday before that Sunday.   The deadline for submitting articles for the 

monthly newsletter, The Pluckeminews, is the 20
th

 of every month.    Please e-mail Sunday announcements or newsletter 

articles to Paula Windus in the church office at paula@ppch.org. 

 The Rev. A. Coile Estes is in the office every weekday except Friday.  You may reach her through the church office 

(ext. 102) or by e-mail.  In an emergency, you may call her on her cell phone: 404-405-5692. 

 The Rev. Karen Brostrom-O’Brien, interim associate pastor, is in the office every weekday except Friday.  You may 

leave a message on her voicemail (ext. 103).  In an emergency, you may call her on her cell: 908-635-6933. 

News from the Church Office 

 

 

Every Week: 

 

Sundays  (Child Care provided 8:45 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.) 

9:00 a.m.  Adult Education, Covenant Room 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School, Children’s Ministry Wing 

9:00 a.m.  Senior High Sunday School Class, Library 

9:00 a.m.  Confirmation Class, The Upper Room 

10:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Sanctuary 

10:15 a.m. Children’s Worship (age 4 – grade 2), Covenant 

Room  

10:15 a.m. Young Disciples (grades 3-5), The Trinity Room 

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour, Fellowship Hall 

11:30 a.m. Intercessory Prayer Group, Upper Room 

2:00 p.m.  Sebit Church Worship Service, Sanctuary 

5:30-7:30 p.m. XL (7-12 grades), Fellowship Hall 

 

Mondays 
Monday Morning Bible Study, 9:30-11 a.m., Library 

Men’s Prayer Group, 7:00 p.m., Library 

Narcotics Anonymous for Men, 7:30-9 p.m., Trinity Room 

 

Tuesdays 

Preschool 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.; 12:30 - 3:00 p.m., CM Wing 

Carillons Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:45 – 8 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesdays 
Preschool 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.; 12:30 - 3:00 p.m., CM Wing 

Senior Chair Exercise 9:45-10:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall  

Jubilation Ringers 6-7 p.m., Covenant Room 

Women’s Bible Study, 7-8:30 p.m., Library 

Carol Choir 7-7:30 p.m., Covenant Room  

Chapel Ringers 7:30 - 8:30 p.m., Covenant Room 

 

Thursdays 
Bible Study 7:00 a.m., Library 
Preschool 9:00 - 11:30 a.m.; 12:30 - 3:00 p.m., CM Wing 

AA, 8:00 p.m., Upper Room and Grace Corner 

Sanctuary Choir 8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 

Fridays 
Preschool 9:00 – 1:30 p.m., CM Wing 

Sebit Church Language, 6-7:30 p.m. Trinity, Covenant, and 

Upper Rooms, CM Wing (rooms 101-103, 102-106) 

Sebit Church Bible Study, 7:30-9:30 p.m., Trinity, Covenant 

and Upper Rooms 

Boy Scouts 7:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 
 

 

 

November  

Calendar 
 

 

Volunteers Needed! 

2 (Tuesday) 

Election Day – voting in Fellowship Hall, 6 a.m. – 8 p.m. 

Deacons’ Meeting, 7 p.m., Covenant Room 

3 (Wednesday) 

Evangelism Meeting, 7 p.m., Grace Corner 

4 (Thursday) 

Preschool closed (Teachers’ Convention) 

Worship & Music Meeting, 7 p.m., Library 

5 (Friday)  

Preschool closed (Teachers’ Convention) 

7 (Sunday) 

Communion, 10 a.m. Worship Service, Sanctuary 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday 

8 (Monday) 

Preschool Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Room 201, CM Wing 

9 (Tuesday) 

Men’s Breakfast 7 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

Congregational Care Meeting, 7 p.m., Library 

10 (Wednesday) 

Finance Committee Meeting, 6-7:30 p.m., Trinity Room 

Children’s Ministries Meeting, 6 p.m., Room 102, CM Wing 

Book Club, 7:30 p.m., Library  

13 (Saturday) 

Preschool 40
th

 Anniversary Celebration, 4-6 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

14 (Sunday) 

Bible Sunday – third graders receive Bibles during worship 

Preschool Family Photo Day, Children’s Ministry Wing 

15 (Monday) 

Missions Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Covenant Room 

Human Resources Meeting, 7 p.m., Grace Corner 

16 (Tuesday) 

Session meeting, 7:30 p.m., Covenant Room 

17 (Wednesday) 

Youth Ministries, 7 p.m., Grace Corner 

20 (Saturday) 

Deadline for articles for December Pluckeminews 

21 (Sunday) 

Congregational Meeting/Election of officers, 11:15 a.m., 

Sanctuary 

22 (Monday) 

Stephen Ministry Leaders, 7 p.m., Covenant Room 

23 (Tuesday) 

Carillons Bell Choir Rehearsal, 5:45 p.m., Covenant Room 

Dinner, 6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Worship Service, 7 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Sanctuary Choir rehearsal, 8 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

24 (Wednesday) 

Preschool Thanksgiving Feast, 9  and 11 a.m., Fellowship Hall 

No Senior Chair Exercise 

No Carol Choir,  Jubilation Ringers, or Chapel Ringers 

25 (Thursday) Thanksgiving - Church office and Preschool 

closed  

26 (Friday) - Church office and Preschool closed  

No Boy Scouts 

28 (Sunday) 

No Sunday School or XL 

Advent Workshop, 6-8 p.m., Fellowship Hall (5:30 p.m. dinner) 
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News from the Church Office 
 The church office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m.  The deadline for announcements to be 

submitted for the Sunday bulletin is the Wednesday before that Sunday.   The deadline for submitting articles for the 

monthly newsletter, The Pluckeminews, is the 20
th

 of every month.    Please e-mail Sunday announcements or newsletter 

articles to Paula Windus in the church office at paula@ppch.org. 

 Administrative Assistant Paula Windus will be on vacation from November 1 through November 9.  The church office 

will be staffed with church members in Paula’s absence.  If you are in the building during the week, please thank the 

volunteers for their important ministry to Pluckemin Church. 

 The Rev. A. Coile Estes is in the office every weekday except Friday.  You may reach her through the church office (ext. 102) or by 

e-mail.  In an emergency, you may call her on her cell phone: 404-405-5692. 

 The Rev. Karen Brostrom-O’Brien, interim associate pastor, is in the office every weekday except Friday.  You may leave a message 

on her voicemail (ext. 103).  In an emergency, you may call her on her cell: 908-635-6933. 

 

Pluckemin Church Staff 
 Pastor/Head of Staff: The Rev. A. Coile Estes (revestes@ppch.org) 

Interim Associate Pastor: The Rev. Karen Brostrom-O’Brien (karen@ppch.org) 

Administrative Assistant: Paula C. Windus (paula@ppch.org) 

Sexton: Danny Abogado (danny@ppch.org) 

Director, Children’s Ministries: Jackie Obregon (jackie@ppch.org) 

Director, Music Ministries: Noel Sell (nsell@embarqmail.com) 

Associate Director, Music Ministries: Valerie Sell (vsell@embarqmail.com) 

Director, Youth Ministries: Bob Stewart (bob@ppch.org) 

 

Deacon-on-Call for November: Denise Hawkins (908-234-2366) 
Call for temporary or emergency needs of the congregation such as eldercare, 

 transportation, meal preparation, respite care, visitation, and Communion for those 

 who are homebound or in nursing care facilities. 
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Pluckemin Church Going Green! 
In 2011 Pluckemin Church will “go green” by beginning to e-mail this newsletter to those families and individuals for whom 

we have an e-mail address, thus reducing operating, postage, and printing costs.  Starting in January 2011, the newsletter will 

no longer be automatically mailed to you.  You may read the newsletter on the website or, if you give us your e-mail address, 

we will e-mail you a copy.  There will also be a limited number of hard copies at the Crossroads every month.  If you are 

unable to visit the church to pick up a copy, or are unable to access a computer, you may call the church office and request 

that a copy be mailed to you.  To get things started, we need you to send us your e-mail address today.  An added benefit will 

be that you will receive other important weekly e-mails about the ministries, events, and news happening at Pluckemin 

Church! 

 

Pluckemin Church Preschool News 
If you would like to get into the Christmas spirit please consider participating in the Angel Tree outreach program.  The 

preschool is teaming with the Sunday school classes to help provide gifts for children with the Somerset County Division of 

Youth and Family Services (DYFS).   There will be a Christmas tree located in the Children’s Ministry wing lobby at the end 

of November.  If you are interested in helping provide a child with a gift, please take a tag from the tree and place your name 

and information on the sheet located near the tree.  We ask that you return the unwrapped gift with wrapping supplies along 

with the tag attached and place it in the marked box by Friday, December 11th.  This is a great way to share a bit of joy for a 

less fortunate child. 
 

Preschool Registration Update 
The preschool is currently taking the names and numbers of families interested in enrolling their preschooler(s) for the 2011 

– 2012 school year.  If you, or anyone you know, is interested in enrolling, it is important that you contact the preschool 

Director, Linda Metcalfe, at 908-658-4720.  This will help ensure that you receive important information and paperwork 

prior to registration.  Please  note: 
 

 Church Members and In-House Registration:  Church members are invited to enroll their children for the 2011-

2012 school year at the same time as families with children currently enrolled in the preschool.  Registration for this 

group will take place from Tuesday, January 4 through Friday, January 14, 2011, prior to public registration.  Call 

the preschool office at 908-658-4720 to receive important information and paperwork prior to registration.  Spots 

do fill up quickly and placement will be completed as registration forms are received. 
  

 Public Registration:  If you, or someone you know, is not a church member, on Tuesday, November 9, 2010, we 

will begin accepting calls from community members who would like to make appointments to register their 

child(ren) for the 2011 - 2012 school year.  During public registration, placement into an available spot is on a first-

come-first-serve by appointment ONLY basis. The appointments will take place beginning Tuesday, January 18, 

2011, after the Church Member/In-House registration period. 
 

You are welcome to contact the preschool office at (908) 658-4720 if you have any questions. 

 

Pluckemin Church Preschool 

Calling all former students, parents & staff members! 

Come have some fun, food and laughs 

         on Saturday, November 13th from 4 to 6 p.m. 

as we celebrate forty years!!! 

www.ppch.org    ~    (908) 685-4720 

Routes 202-206 North, Pluckemin, NJ 
 

 


